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are disapproved by the general public but nevertheless
expected and ignored. Among youth a 'real-man' may be one
adept at seducing girls, a 'real sport' may be a girl willing to be
seduced.
The primacy of marriage and the family in sex regulation
accounts for the relative force and universality of certain well-known
sex mores. It explains for instance, the principle of legitimacy (which
establishes a family), the incest taboo (which eliminates overt rivalry
from nuclear family), and the rule that coitus is obligatory within
marriage (the only universal positive sex rule).3
The other view about the marital tie is that marriage is not
for intercourse, but intercourse is for marriage.4 In other words, it
means marriage is just a sexual contact implying only momentary
gratification. The women are available for extra-marital coitus
(prostitutes, concubines, mistresses, servants and pick-ups). And
premarital intercourse - either socially sanctioned, as in the
Scandinavian countries or reluctantly tolerated, as in the United
States - allows Courtship to approximate a trial marriage. Pre-
marital intercourse is viewed by some as an evil, by others as a
good. Pornography is widely condemned but because of solicitude
for press freedom, not suppressed. Nudity is regarded by some
as obscene and others as wholesome. Abortion is seen both as
the solution of a problem and as a problem in itself.
Sex regulation, however, has not become completely
paralysed. Individuals have a stake in sexual bargaining, and since
they cannot always protect their interests, the, community at large
helps them. Children and youth are particularly vulnerable to sexual
aggression. For such reasons, there is majority agreement on the
desirability of minimising certain by-products of sexual activity.
Illegal abortion, venereal disease, AIDS, illegitimate birth, forced
marriage, organised procuring, are widely regarded as evils. Rape,
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